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able sensations from the application of menthol ob to prefer not to repeat the 
experience. 

Iu acute tonsillitis, Dr. Baratoux did not obtain the good results which 
Dr. Rosenberg had reported, and tho smarting caused by menthol was so con¬ 
siderable ns to countcrbnlanco any good effect. 

In the nasal passages tho action of menthol is less disagreeable, especially 
if rapid expirations arc practised; the smarting is less intense, and tho 
sensation of coolness inoro agreeable; tho respiration becomes easier, and 
tho swelling of tho turbinated mucosa lessens. On tho conjunctiva menthol 
has a very irritant action, and although it induces a decided nnoisthesin, tho 
ctTcct of cocaine is both more pleasant and thorough. 

Ilaratoux has also employed the solutions of menthol iu alcohol, and petro- 
basalino, in tho treatment of polypi of the noso and ear. As respects the car, 
the pain produced by tho application was great, and no diminution of sensi¬ 
bility resulted; but in tho caso of extraction of nasal polypi thcro was an 
obvious lessening of tho sensibility. 

I)r. Baratoux concludes that the menthol solutions aro moro cflcctivo in 
inducing anaesthesia of the nasal passages, especially when tho patient rapidly 
inspires and expires; that they may bo employed in some cases with ad¬ 
vantage; but that they do not equal cocaine either in respect to tho diminu¬ 
tion of sensibility or the relief of local congestion. 

Tho chief motive of Dr. Rosenberg appears to have been to find in menthol 
a cheaper local aua?sthctie than cocaine, but sinco the decline in the price of 
tho latter there is less necessity for obtaining substitutes. 

It appears, further, that coca grows in such abundance, and can bo culti¬ 
vated with so much facility, that tho needs of the world will bo readily 
supplied iu the future. 


MENTHOL AN!) CHLORAL CONKS. 


M. MAYER, ill a recent communication to tho Baris Therapeutical Society 
(Pcvuc dc Th/rapcutiguc, October, 1885), says ho has found a mixture of oil of 
peppermint ami ether a good local application for the relief of superficial 
pains. He proposes, also, the following cones for topical use: 


Chloral 
Menthol 
Cocao-butter . 
Spermaceti 


. gr. 0.50 
. “ 0.50 

. “ 1 


These are held by a compress against the painful part. 


Bismuth as ax Antiseptic. 

Bismuth ns an antiseptic dressing for wounds, and for gastrointestinal 
disorder due to the action of minute organisms, and in tho coureo of which 
ptomaines arc produced, is attracting considerable attention. In an elaborate 
paper, entitled “ Untersuchungen iiber dio toxischen und tlicrapcutischcn 
Wirkungen des Wismuths,” which appears in tho JrcAiu fUr ejrpcrimtnkllc 
Pathologic und Pharmacologic, for October, 1885, Dr. WlaMMIR StkiNFELI) 
gives a complete account of tho actions and uses of bismuth. Ho precedes 
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the study of tho physiological oflccta by an historical summary, which closes 
with tho observations and experiments of Kochcr ( Volkniann'x ilin. Vortrligc, 
No. 224) and of l’cteracn ( Deuhch . med. Wochenichr\ft, 1883, No. 25, p. 367). 
Experiments wero mado on frogs, mice, rats, cats, and dogs. Tho systemic 
action was reforred to tho medulla oblongata, and consisted, first, in exaltation 
of function (heightened reflexes, tonic rigidity of tho muscles, otc.) similar to 
tho effects of picrotoxin and salts of barium, followed by depression of func¬ 
tion, failing respiration, goneral muscular paralysis, lowering of tho blood 
pressure, and arrest of tho heart’s action, by paralysis of tho vasomotor centre 
in tho medulla, and of tho cardiac motor ganglia. 

In chronic poisoning in warm-blooded animals, there ensued loss of appetite, 
diarrluca, tenesmus, stomatitis, anatmia, lowered temperature, muscular 
cramps, and heightened reflexes, followed by paralysis, fecblo circulation and 
respiration, and failuro of tho heart by paralysis of the cardiac motor ganglia. 
Tho post-mortem appearances consisted in an intense pigmentation of tho 
mucosa, especially of tho ciccum and vermiform appendix duo to tho doposit 
of sulphide and chlorido of bismuth; fatty degeneration and necrosis of tho 
epithelium of the intestinal and renal mucous membrane; blackish dis¬ 
coloration of tho intestinal lymph vessels, and staining of tho lymph cor¬ 
puscles, etc. 

As regards its therapeutical properties os a dressing for wounds, Stcinfcld 
holds that it plays rather a mechanical part ns a protective and a means of 
preventing absorption, and that it is rather doubtful ns an antiseptic. 

if, Gossemn {Remit de Thlrapculique, October 1, 1885) has found tho sub- 
nitrate of bismuth dressing very efficacious in tho treatment of wounds. It 
causes an immedinto diminution of tho inflammatory symptoms, arrests tho 
sanguineous congestion succeeding operations, and induces cicatrization 
without suppuration. Tho hremostutic action may bo oxplnincd by tho smnll 
quantity of nitric acid set free, which congulntes tho albumen of tho blood. 
Experience 1ms shown that bismuth is an nntisoptic, and thus the nbseneo of 
suppuration may bo accounted for. 

Quinine in the Treatment op Whooping-cough. 

Dr. Saueriierino, of Stettin (Beulech. med. Wochemchrift, 1886, No. 37), 
proposes a method of treating whoopiDg-cough with quinine, which ho lias 
found to cure tho diseaso in from fifteen to twenty days. Ho gives tho remedy 
in relatively large doses. For nursing children, tho doses aro 4 to 7 centi¬ 
grammes (gr. 83 -gr, j); for tliosecond year,7 to 10 centigrammes (gr.j-gr.jss); 
for tho third to tho fourth year, 10 to 16 centigrammes (gr. jss-gr. ij); for tho 
fifth to tho sixth year, 15 to 20 centigrammes (gr. ij-gr. iij); and from tho 
seventh to tho ninth year, 20 to 25 centigrammes. Adults receive 60 centi¬ 
grammes (gr. viij). Tlieso figures aro not absolute, but serve to indicate tho 
probablo amount necessary, which may bo varied according to tho constitution 
and development of tho affected individuals. Tho medicament is adminis¬ 
tered ns follows: ten powders or packets of the quinine are propnred and 
given, one in tho evening, and three each day for tho three following days. 
Then, after an interval of threo days, by tho same mode of administration, 
the same number aro given, beginning on tho evening of tho third day. 



